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ECROPEAY STARTING ?API”V SPREADING
WISTVWARD-~-YAS ZENEFICIAL FOOD GABITS

Toee Zuropoan starling, the alien tird that has
pread from importations planted in Central Parlz, ¥ew York City, nearly torty
Years agn, to most of the Stutes 2nst of the Missisecippi, is rapidly spreading
westward as a treeding specins and is lilely ultiant»ly fo be found throuchout

most of the area from southern Canadz to the Gulf coast ond westward to the

Rocky Mountaius, according t» the Biological Sirvey of to

v

e Urited States Depart-
ment of Agricultsre. ¥armers! Rulletin 1I71-P, HTir Zurencan Starling in the
Urnited States," just issued by the depsarizeat, +ota forth the economic status
of this bird according to rreults of the gurvey's erslies, and Circular 40-C,
"The Spread of the Fumopean Starling in North Asmcrica (vo 1928)," also juat
published, traces the Llstory of tlhe bird's coxtencion nf range, describes fts
netzods of spread, and predicts probable futurs ecxiexafens. Taa spraad »f the
starling is 2lso summarized in fthe Farmers! Faltetisw,

An inteagive stdy ty the department of the storiingle food habits s
based chiefly nn the ewaninntion of the contents of more than 2,600 stomachs of
starlings, a croater mamber than that uwsed feor similer studies of any othoer
bird that have boen publisned so far. This investization led to the concluaion
that most of thwe starliné‘s habits are elther Teneiicial to masa or of an eno-

nomically neutral character. Field orseX¥vation has sstablished the fact that

the time spent by stariinss in Jdestroving crops, such as charries, 2vples, and



sweet-zorn, or in meolesting other specles of birds, is extremely short com-
pared with the Hours they spend gearching Tor insects or feeding on wild fruits.

It is pointed cut that as a destircyer
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the Japanese
beetle, May beetles, cutworms, and gracsioppers-—some of the farmer's worst
pagte--3t is even more enargebic than many of our protected native birds.

In cpite of the fact that sitarlings in normal numbers exert an influence
for gzood and mev well be left ummolested when not inflicting noticeable damage,
there are times 2nd circunsitances, say the investigeters, under which they may
becoms cbjecticnable. To the city dweller, ther say, the most conspicuous habit
of the hird is i%s ostoblishment of obnoxious winter roosts, waich in easterm
cities are sonetimes of enormous gize. Typical cf such gatherings is the one
that for years has occupied the trees and buildings cn Pennsylvaria Avenue and
other down-town streets in Washinzton, D. C. In spite of measures taken to
drive them away, the birds have persisted and roturn rear after year to the
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historic thoroughiare of the Naticnal Canital. fetrhods uced for eradicating

starling roosts ars given in the new Farmers' Bulletin, althouzh, it is stated,

m

no method at present in use assures lasting success, for if vigilance is not

employsd temporary eradication may be Tollowed by re-establishment cf the roost.

There is no loubt, according to the departmert, that there are local
areas in which the starling is detrimental to agriculture and horticulture at
the nrnseﬁt time, but the factor of overahindance rather than »nronounced tenden-—
cies for harm on the part of the iadividual bird hus broagnt this about. There
is no guestion, in view of its hizhly insectivorous feoed aabits, it 1s con-

ciuded, that iae 1n”1 wnce of the Zorcpean starling, in moderatc numtcrs, in
thie United States ig Pteneficial.

Copies of Farmers' Dulletin 1871-F on the economic status of the starling
may be had frees, as long as the sunply lasts, on reguest addressed to the O07fice
of Informatioa, Departnent cof Agricu tare, Washington, D. C.

=HT

461-29



